5. Rope, especially rope carrying a load, should
be checked each day before using. Rope car-
rying a load and left in place tends to become
slack from fatigue and will break under
stress. Tighten rope as necessary to maintain
the integrity of the original construction.

6. Exercise special care when members of the
public are allowed to use these monkey
bridges. Establish controls when monkey
bridges are constructed outside the camp
environment. Station Scouts at each end to
control access to the bridge. Allow only one
adult at a time on the bridge. Never allow
unaccompanied children on the bridge. Shut
down the bridge when any repairs are being
made and do not reopen until the adult
leader has approved the repairs.

7. Any activity on rope swings, monkey bridges,
slide-for-life, or similar devices that are
located over water must comply with Safe
Swim Defense.

Reference: Pioneering merit badge pamphlet

Parade Floats and Hayrides

The BSA rule prohibiting the transporta-
tion of passengers in the backs of trucks or on
trailers may be tempered for parade floats or
hayrides, provided that the following points are
strictly followed to prevent injuries:

1. Transportation to and from the parade or
hayride site is not allowed on the truck or
trailer.

2. Those persons riding, whether seated or
standing, must be able to hold on to some-
thing stationary.

3. Legs should not hang over the side.

4. Flashing lights must illuminate a vehicle
used for a hayride after dark, or the vehicle
must be followed by a vehicle with flashing
lights.

Unit Fund-raisers

Include these safety considerations when
planning a unit fund-raiser:

1. Money-earning projects should be suited to
the ages and abilities of youth participants.

2. Proper adult supervision should be provided.
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3. Youth should engage in money-earning proj-
ects only in neighborhoods that are safe and
familiar and should use the buddy system.

4. Leaders must train youth members to never
enter the home of a stranger and to know
whom to contact in case of an emergency.

5. Youth participants should be familiar with
safe pedestrian practices and participate dur-
ing daylight hours only.

6. Compliance requirements:

a. Check local statutes regarding solicitation
rules and permits.

b. A Unit Fund-raising Permit must be
obtained from the local council service
center.

Tractor Safety

1. All farm-class tractors used by BSA mem-
bers or employees in conjunction with
any BSA activity or on BSA property
must be equipped with seat belts and
rollover protection (rollbars, reinforced
cab, or equivalent protection). If the
tractor does not have this equipment,
refer to Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) regulations for
interim compliance requirements. As of
January 1, 1993, the use of any farm-
class tractor not equipped with seat belts
and rollover protection is unauthorized.

2. No BSA member or employee may oper-
ate a farm-class tractor in conjunction
with any BSA activity or on BSA property
unless such member or employee is at
least 18 years of age and has completed
BSA National Camping School ranger cer-
tification, or has been specifically trained
in operations and safety procedures for
tractors and their attached implements
by a currently certified ranger, and is
directly supervised by a currently certi-
fied ranger.

Bike Safety

The following guidelines and procedures
apply to all BSA units, councils, and national
program activities involving bicycling.




